david adams

lunar aspects

four songs for soprano and guitar
from the Japanese

for Peter and Margaret Lynch



1

someone passes
and while | wonder

if itis he

the midnight moon

is covered with clouds

lady murasaki shikibu (974-1031)

lunar aspects

2

i go out of darkness

onto a road of darkness

lit only by the far off moon

on the edge of the mountains

lady izumi shikibu (ca. ¢10-11)

3

the purity of moonlight

falling out of the immense sky
is so great it reezes

the water touched by its rays

anonymous

ranslated by Kenneth Rexroth

4

i should not have waited

it would have been better

to have slept and dreamed

than to have watched night pass
and this slow moon sink

lady akazome emon (ca. early ¢11)
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lady murasaki shikibu david adams

walking fretfully
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on the edge of ‘the mountains

lady izumi shikibu david adams

walking contemplatively o= 60
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lady akazome emon

reproachfully immobile =49

slowly 4sinking

david adams
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Box Hill, 19 April 1996



